MODERN   CIVILIZATION

Catholicism and Calvinism. The Confession of Faith
as set forth in the "39 Articles/' and declared obli-
gatory on all the English people, is a summary of the
Calvinistic doctrines. The Church of England rejects
the authority of the pope, condemns the mass and
celebrates worship in English, not in Latin. But it
preserves the ceremonies of the Catholic worship, the
chants, the altar, the surplice and the Catholic organi-
zation of the church. The religious power rests with
the bishops, named by the government.

In reality the king is the head of the church. Eliza-
beth had hoped that the Catholics and the Calvinists
would accept the idea of the Anglican Church, and that
all the English would have the same religion. She
only succeeded in creating a third religion by the side
of the two others; there were henceforth three parties
in England: the Catholic, the Calvinist or Presbyterian
and the Anglican. As the Anglican religion was obli-
gatory, the government persecuted both Calvinists and
Catholics. The contest was especially bitter with the
much more formidable Catholic party, for Elizabeth
had refused to marry, and her death was all sufficient
to bring into power Mary Stuart and the Catholics.

This was the reason why the reign of Elizabeth was
chiefly occupied with a contest between the two queens.
Mary Stuart had on her side the English Catholics
and the King of Spain; they tried to get rid of Eliza-
beth by assassination. Elizabeth and the Protestants
sought to be freed from Mary Stuart by exciting the
Scotch nobles to revolt; when Mary came and sought
refuge in England they had her imprisoned, and after
a long captivity she was condemned and executed.